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. Extratt of a Letter from the Right Honourable
the Lord Paifley, F. R. S. to Mr. George
Graham, F. ®R. S. With fome curious Figures
of the fame Comet.

HIS Lordthip being at Witham in Effex, where
he had the Advantage of a very clear Sky,
firft difcover’d this Comet on Friday the 11th of O¢tob.
laft about 7 in the Evening it then appeared not
much unlike a Star of between the 4th and 5th Mag-
nitudes, but a Hazinefs round the Head, and fome
Light ftreaming from it on that Side that was oppo-
fite to the Sun, induced him immediately to look
upon it as a fmall Comet; which his Obfervation
the next Evening abundantly fatisfy’d him of. His
Lordthip was very particular in the Notice he took
of its Appearance, and was pleafed to communicate
the three curious annexed Figures [ Fig. 1, 2,3.] of it,
reprefenting it on three {everal Nights, viz, the 11th,
13th and 15th of the fame Month ; fome time after
which the Tail became fo inconfiderable as hard]
to deferve any farther Defcription ; as will be readily
judged from the Decreafe of it between the 11th and
15th Days of the Month. The Tail was vifible on
the 11th to near a Degrees Diftance from the Body,
as his Lordfhip found by comparing it with fome
known Diftances in the Heavens; it was of a dusky
Light not unlike a Cloud growing darker and darker to-
wards its Extremity, as is expre{s’d in the firft Figure,
where, as well as in the two following, the white
Speck in the Head is intended to exprefs the Bright-
nefs
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nefs of a fmall Star; from the Comparifon of which
with the Tail the Brightnefs of the latter may in
fome fort be colle@ed : The Tail appear’d fharper, and
not fo much fpread in the two following Obferva-
tions, and in the laft did not exceed one third Part
of the firft Length ; it was then of a much darker
Colour, which made the Difference between that and
the Head more obfervable, the Head yet appearing
{ufficiently bright. For fome following Nights his
Lordfhip’s Obfervations were interrupted by cloudy
Weather, after which the Comet was fo far diminifh’d,
as only to be known by its Motion, its Appearance
being no ways diftinguifhable from that of a {mall
nebulofe Star.

I, Obfervatio ejufdem Comete ab Iltuftriffimo Do-.
mino Francifco Bianchini habita Albani Men-
fe O&obri, 1723. & ab eodem Ulyfipponem
miffa P. Joanni Baptiftz Carbone Soc ¥ ESU.
Commuuicavit Haacus Samuda, M. D. Col. Med.
Lond. L. S.R.S.

D LE 17 Ofobris, poftquam Jovialium Comitum
{itum obfervaffem forté in Conftellationem Ca.
pricorni oculos conieci ; cumque aftra fingula percur-
rerem, in quamdam veluti nebulofam ftellam incidi,
ceteris fane grandiorem, quam tamen ibidem loct
numquam antea obfervaram. Rei novitate perfcru-
taturus, eo Telefcopium direxi, ftatimque Cometen
effe deprehendi ; fiquidem tenuifime nebulz globus
apparuit, ejufque in medio veluti lucidus nucleolus.
Idem quoque nudis oculis difcernere licuit ; & pra-
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